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CHRIST THE EXAMPLE FOR LIFE 


Address to high school girls at the International Girls Camp, Hangchow. July/26/30 


By TOYOHIKO KAGAWA 


I became a Christian at fifteen. I am so glad that I became a Christian. 
We received Confucianism from China and Buddhism from India, but both 
are so hard to understand. This I found when at eleven I was sent to study 
them from a Buddhist priest. I simply memorised them, but to memorise 
and to practise are different. Therefore I thought I could never become a 
good man, for my surroundings were so bad I feared it was hopeless. 


My brother lived a licentious life. He kept many girls. He went from 
one to another, and died in Korea. Though my father had been secretary 
to the Privy Council of the Emperor of Japan, he also had lived a licentious 
life. He looked pretty good outside but was not happy at home because he 
kept many wives. Therefore I found out that it is necessary to live a pure life. 


I began to go to an English class to learn English. My father was dead, 
and my brother told me, “ You may study English but I forbid you to become 
a Christian.” But looking at my brother’s life, and looking back at my 
father’s life, I thought I wanted to live a pure life. I had to memorise Luke 
12:27-31. Repeatedly I meditated on these verses. And I began to pray. 


Seven months after beginning to pray, I was baptised. All those months 
I had been praying to be made holy like Christ, although, in my boyish 
fashion, all I knew how to say was, “Make mea great man like Christ!” 
God answered my prayer and gave me the gift of holiness. After I became 
a Christian I found that Christ is the example for life. He is the Son of 
God, who completed what is lacking in the ethics of Confucius, of Buddha, 
and of all the saints of the world. And I have never regretted that I became 
a Christian. . 


After I found Christ at fifteen, I studied harder than ever. This was 
because I found that this world, this great universe, is a created letter from 
God. I must read the universe. I am God’s own son, too, in some sense 
as Christ was. God gave this universe to us. So everything became very 
mysterious. I loved to study mathematics, physics, chemistry, and bacteriology 
and biology. All science became my enjoyment. And fine arts also, and 
many systems of ethics. 


If I had not been able to find Christ, probably my life would have been 
a very dark one. Christ is an example of life. He has changed me. Many 
young men and women have found Christ as an example for life. 


If you follow Christ, you will receive persecutions. Three hundred years 
ago we Japanese received Christianity. But the warlords of Japan did not 
like Christianity and many lords persecuted the Christia s. Of the five 
hundred thousand Christiaas, thousands were slain, many on thecross. But 
when the proclamation of religious freedom came sixty years ago, on the 
instant twenty-five thousand Christians declared themselves. They were the 
descendants of the martyrs. They had kept the faith. 


I wish you to be faithful to Christ, Christ as an example for life. And 
carry light back in your own hearts, the light of Christ. I wish you to 
spread the light from one to another, and pass that light on to the interior 
of China, so that this great nation will be lightened with the light of Christ, 

the Light of the Universe. 
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The United Church of Christ in China has a membership of Approximately 200,000 
and is the product of fourteen cooperating missionary bodies, widely scattered over a 
vast area. For its 1930 General Workers Conference, a fuller account of which is given — 
on another page, Dr. Kagawa was invited to be the chief speaker. “a 

‘Five hours on the Foundations of Christianity and five on its Applications’ was — 
the way Dr. Kagawa described his plan for his addresses at Hangchow, China. Those — 
included in this issue are the five on the Foundations of Christianity. It is with | 
considerable reluctance that we postpone those on the Applications to a later issue. | 
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CHRIST THE SOURCE OF LIFE 


By Toyohiko j j 
ee ai Since you have united your forces, those of many 
‘lad ae denominations in China, It is a great pleasure for me to be 


Hangchow July with you. As a little disciple of Jesus Christ I want to give 
testimony that Christ is living, even to this day. 

Christ is the source of our life. Japan has experienced this fact for 
more than 250 years. I shall not attempt to show how Christ changed the 
history of the world. But I want simply to give testimony to you of how 
Christ has changed Japan, because it will inspire you to believe that He is 
still living. He is adding, every day, experiences to Japan’s history. You 
know that Francis Xavier came to the Orient after the Reformation. He 
touched southern China and came to Japan and remained there only one 
and one-half years. But he left a great influence and 15,000 Christians who 
later increased to half a million. 

In those days we had the feudal system and many of the feudal lords 
believed in Christianity. In the great persecution later many were crucified, 
and the five hundred thousand Christians disappeared, so that it was thought 
that Christianity had been stamped out. But fifty years ago when 
Ambassador Parkes from Great Britain asked the Japanese government to 
proclaim religious freedom, on the day that religious liberty was assured, 
25,000 Christians appeared around Nagasaki. For 250 years there they had 
preserved the Christian faith! 

Protestant Christianity came later, about 70 years ago, from America. 
But in Japan we do not make much difference as to whether a person is 
a protestant or a catholic. If he will live as a Christian, we like him. The 
first protestant missionaries had the spirit of generosity and the spirit of 
Abraham Lincoln, who was president when they came. So after protestant 
Christianity came to Japan, things began to change. The spirit of democracy 
the spirit of religious worship, and especially these five things: Piety 
Labor, Purity, Peace and Service, began to come into Japan. Beforl 
Christianity came to Japan we had many religions, many gods, many idols 
and images. But when Christianity came, religion became very sacred and 
sincere. Without sincerity Christ cannot be worshipped. The Japanese 
rulers protected Buddhism. But the Buddhist priests degraded themselves 
So the Buddhists mocked at their own priests. Shintoists also lost. their 
piety,—and their priests lived most licentiously. Sixty-three years ago we 
had the reformation, which we call the Meiji Restoration. And they thought 
that there is no use of religion, because Buddhism and Shintoism were so 
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, corrupt. So many Buddhist temples were torn down. But then Christianity 
* came and Christ gave stimuli to the revival of Buddhism and Shintoism. 
i}. It is very interesting to note that Buddhists by themselves did not know 
| that they had some worthwhile elements of religion. Christianity taught them. 

I wish you would make distinctions. Christ is not for doctrines only. 

I. Christ stands for piety. 

Whether we are Fundamentalists or Modernists, let us stand for 

piety in Christ. Let us live in God. Christ lived in God and God lived in 
Christ. Piety was there. Without piety our life is vain ; our social movement 
» is vain; our economic project is vain. God stands above all. In America 
| they talk about the Social Gospel. I dont like that word. God is greater 
i than Society. God is greater than simply a social teaching. God stands 
above all. But some consider their own religion as evangelical and preach 
4 only, and hesitate to practise, the love of Christ. That is not being evangelical. 
» True evangelicalism is piety toward God and pious living toward human 
_ beings. Many talk about the experience of the Holy Spirit. But to them. 
} it means only that a person is a cleansed individual. The sanctification 
| of the Holy Spirit is not only the sanctification of the individual, but of 
) society. We must experience the Holy Spirit not only in our own souls 
1 but in the bigger heart, our down trodden proletarian heart. Everywhere 
| we must find the Holy Spirit. You remember Mathew 25th Chapter, how 
q Christ describes those poor naked people, in the passage beginning 
_*Inasmuch’ Where they are saved, He says, there is the Spirit of Christ. 
_ The Holy Spirit is there everywhere in the human heart. Piety does not 
» mean to close our doors. Not so! We must live holy lives everywhere in 
} society. You remember St. Paul describes how the Holy Spirit is suffering. 
| (Romans 8 : 26) The Holy Spirit is suffering wherever the poor live a miserable 
| life in the slums. 
I do the Social Movement, not because I am a socialist, nor a communist, 
} but because I am a Christian, because J feel that the Holy Spirit is suffering. 
| You remember the great Pietist movement in Germany, how they toiled, 
» how they came together in Herrnhut, and how only 600 brothers sent forth 
200 missionaries. That is our example,-piety, and the social movement 
* combined. And we.experience the Holy Spirit not only in our own souls 
but even in society. 

II. Christ the Source of Labor. In Japan people dont like to work, 
’ because we consider labor very tiresome. About ten years ago when I 
* wrote an essay to a magazine I was called to court. The judge told me 
» I was fined. -I had to pay ¥100, because I wrote: “There is no difference 
between a king and a laborer.” Many of you remember that in Roman 
? history the slaves worked and the free citizens did not like to work. Christ 
/ Himself made labor sacred. In Japan when Christianity came people began 
? to consider that life is a joy and labor is to be honored. Without Christ, 
+ the Labor Movement is a terrible thing of class struggle. 

: UI. Christ the Source of Purity in Japan. For thousands of years 
we had the system of concubinage. We kept many wives. But after Christ 
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came to Japan that system died out.' We had the system of licenced » 
prostitution, but after Christ came the Christians fought against it. Fifty 
years ago we had many divorces, 430 in a 1000 marriages; now there are 
only 107 ina 1000. Because Christ came the divorce rate of Japan decreased. 
Christ taught us divorce is wrong. Christ gave us purity. 

IV. Christ as the Source of Peace. He gave us peace in our hearts, 
and peace in society. We used to have the caste system. There were four 
castes: (1) The knights; (2) the farmers; (3) the shopkeepers; (4) the 
industrial workers. And besides these there were millions looked down on 
as outcastes. When Christ came, everything of the caste system was broken 
down. A peace movement, especially an anti-war movement developed 
among Christian believers. When General Tanaka, the late premier 
of Japan, sent troops to Shantung, many Christians and labor leaders who 
were Christians were opposed to it and we had a great mass meeting to 
protest. We stand for peace,—for international peace, for peace in society, 
for peace in the heart. 

V. Christ the Source of the Spirit of Service. From Christ people 
got the spirit of service, the spirit of sacrifice, and the spirit of the Cross. 
People were willing to serve the poor, and willing to let their own children 
do such service, e.g. as nurses. Sixty years ago, when Buddhism had 
forgotten how to serve in charity work, Christians began charity work in 
Japan. In the slums philanthropic work is being done by Christians. I 
can tell you many wonderful stories of how Christians dared to serve the 
poor. That sort of example gave credit to Christianity, and the people 
who have followed Christ did so because Christianity was a genuine religion. 
If it had been simply preaching, people would not have followed, but 
because Christians were eager to serve, those who appreciated this spirit 
of service followed Christ. 


Christ is the Source of Life, and you as the representatives of Christ 
will do a great work in China, because you are his followers. Christ gave 
us power,-Life. I respect Confucius and I respect Buddha, but they lack 
life-power. When Christ came to me I was revived. I got new life. And 
when I csnsider the moral deficiency of Buddhism and Confucianism, and 
the difference between their position and that of Christ, it is very easy for 
me to preach His teachings Without God I was suffering. I was weeping. 
But when the power of God came to me, everything became very easy. 
Christ is the Source of Lite and I can give testimony to you that Christ 
has changed Japan. Whether Japan as a whole will become a Christian 
nation or not, Japan considers Christianity commonsense today. During 
the last two and one-half years I have been going around Japan preaching, 
probably to more than 600,000 people. Out of these 600,000 in my 
audiences I received about 40,000 cards of those who signed confessing 
that they want to become Christians. 


One of my latest books on religion sold 250,000 in six months. The 
Japanese people welcome Christianity, not because they expect to become 
Christians, all of them, but because they consider Christianity to be a 
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vital thing. All women’s magazines write something every month about 
Christianity. Newspapers, too,—there are two big dailies in Osaka with 
more than a million of circulation, which willingly publish my articles 
every day. When I wrote for 53 days in succession they published. In 
Tokyo. the Yomiuri Newspaper published my articles for 200 days in. 
succession, though the manager of that paper is a Buddhist. 

Fifty years ago the Japanese government was very much opposed to 
religion, as the Nanking government is in China today. But now the 


Japanese government has repented, for the experiment of 50 years has 
taught them that if we do not teach religion, especially Christianity, the 


basis of morality is weak. For in spite of progress in civilization in Japan 


| the rate of crimes has increased. Murders have increased four times over 


the rate of 50 years ago. Juvenile delinquency has so much increased 
that in Osaka 15,000 boys and girls are arrested every year. In Tokyo the 
number is 9,200 a year. Therefore the educators have come to the conclusion 
that without religious teaching, and the teaching of Christianity, we cannot 
have a genuine national morality. 

' The Japanese government is much afraid of the materialistic and 
atheistic teaching of Karl Marx. They are afraid of the degradation of 


_morality through marxian teaching. It is this moral effect of which they 


are afraid, not of the upset to the property system. Fifty years ago, 360 
war lords gave up all their property and their private ownership—gave it 
back voluntarily to the Emperor. So probably the Japanese government 
is not afraid of the abolition of private ownership of property. But it is 
afraid of the breaking down of morals. The Japanese National Education 
Association asked me to come back and teach the primary and middle 


school teachers the essence of religion in relation to education. So I must 


hurry back to Japan. That educational association is a very large, semi- 
governmental body, and I shall teach them the necessity of religion as a 
foundation for education...... We have ten million children attending school. 
We have 220,000 teachers, and most of them incline to the idealistic 
movement. While those teachers remain idealistic, attached to the idealistic 
basis of philosophy, the nation is very strong. We must teach Christ. 
Christ is the Source of Life. 

I studied many systems of philosophy in the Orient, but I came to the 
conclusion that only Christ is the Source of Life. Not only @ Source of 
Life. He is everything. He is the Son of God. In Him the Image of God 
is revealed. Unless we live in Him we have no meaning in life. May God 
bless you and may the Christ of China, the Christ of the World, reveal to 
you new Life! 


Dr. Kagawa was received with uniform kindness for which he is grateful 
to Dr. Kepler, the general secretary, as well as to the members of the conference. 
At its close they took occasion to make substantial expression of their 
appreciation for his visit. “Not in thirty years have I seen any speaker 
so grip a Chinese audience,” was the verdict of Dr. Kepler. 


FOLLOWING IN HIS STEPS 


Address at What is the essence of Christianity? Some say it is 
Hangehow i ‘ 

Conference by only belief in the Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood 
Toyohike Kagawa pre el . ‘ : ns 
July 27, 1930. of man. But is it nothing but a doctrine to preach, or is 


it the real practise of this doctrine ? 
Jesus Christ did not merely preach. He practised. He manifested 
Himself te us in three ways: As a Prophet, preaching about God; as a 
King, organizing the Kingdom, doing miracles, practising what he preaches 
and as a Priest, as a Redeemer, redeeming man to God. 


ete h Christ represented God to us. The great teaching of Jesus 

Christ is nothing else but teaching about God. If we leave out 
faith in God, the Sermon on the Mount is nothing new. For instance, the 
teaching to love your enemy is founded on faith in God. “Love thine 
enemy.” ‘This is not an easy thing to do. It is very difficult. But if you 
have faith in God, it is much easier to love your enemy. 

Here was a prophet from God. The unique element in his teaching, 
the thing that makes it prophecy, lies in the belief that lay at its foundation, 
the belief that God is love. 

Prophecy about love, and prophecy about destruction, are two different 
matters. Many Christians are afraid of the description in the book of 
Revelation, believing that Revelation is essentially a description of a coming. 
destruction. But if it is read as a prophecy of love, Revelation is a 
description of the coming restoration of the new, the heavenly, Jerusalem. 

Prophecy about love is commonly termed “ ‘The Gospel.” It was in this 
sense that we say Jesus Christ preached “The Gospel.” In the sense in 
which Jesus Christ used the word, the ‘Gospel*” means ‘emancipation,’ 
When He went into the synagogue at Nazareth, Christ took the book of — 
Isaiah, and read the following verses: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon 
me; because he hath anointed me to preach the’ gespel to the poor; he 
hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted; to preach deliverance to the 
captives ; and recovering of sight to the blind; to set at liberty them that 
are bruised ;—to preach the acceptable year of the Lord,” (Luke 4: 18 -19, 
A. V.) The Gospel of emancipation meant five things: 

These five things are: 

1. ECONOMIC EMANCIPATION (preaching to the poor). 

2. PSYCHOLOGICAL EMANCIPATION (healing the broken-hearted). 

3. SOCIAL EMANCIPATION (preaching deliverance to captives). 

4, PHYSICAL EMANCIPATION (recovery of sight to the blind) 

5. POLITICAL EMANCIPATION (setting at liberty them that are 
bruised). 

The Gospel of Christ means not merely an individualistic mental healing. 
It means a healing of everything. It means every kind of emancipation, 
from all sorts of evil. One of the mistakes of the eighteenth conturies was 
to limit the Gospel to a merely individual matter. This is the error also of 
some Confucian scholars. That sort of scholarly attitude missed the true 
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meaning of the Gospel. For that reason Jesus Christ attacked severely the 
Pharisee who merely taught, but was afraid to touch the man who had 
been maltreated and wounded. Christ taught us the parable of the good 
Samaritan. He taught us to go to the lost sheep (Matthow 10: 6-9). What 
do ‘lost sheep’ signify? Lost sheep are all who are suffering. Everywhere 
that there is suffering we must go. 

’ Because China is suffering, China needs the Gospel. Even though you 
may suffer persecution here when you propagate it, the Gospel is needed. 
Two years ago when I was in Dairen, there were hundreds of thousands 
of refugees from China coming to that port. In the morning I went to the 
wharf and was amazed at the number of coolies to be found there. I am 
an admirer of those Shantung coolies. They live all together in a small 
space, but they are the best type of coolie. After once seeing them, I can 
never stop praying for them. I wrote of the sight to the Japanese daily 
newspapers; and of the three hundred dead refugess whom I saw at the 
station at: Harbin, dead under the snow, dead of hunger. At that time we 
in Japan in our Friends of Jesus group began to pray for these refugees, 
and for all who are suffering now in China. 

Jesus Christ told us that we must be good samaritans. The priest and 
the levite passed by on the other side, but we must bring economic 
emancipation, psychological emancipation, social emancipation, physical 
emancipation, and political emancipation. The result is to establish five 
kinds of democracy: Economic, or industrial democracy ; social democracy ; 
spiritual democracy ; physical democracy, and political democracy. 

(1) Industrial Democracy means that no one is allowed to exploit others. 

(2) Social Democracy means that children, as sons of God, must be 
honored ; egroes, as sons of God must be respected; the yellow men, also, 
as sons of God, must be respected ; and even white men also, as sons of God, 
must be respected. Here in the Gospel of Christ lies the true social 
democracy. Until Christ came, children were not honored, and women were 
subjected to men. But where Christ came, social democracy was recognized. 
God is the basis of real social democracy. 

(3) Spiritual Democracy means that God is brought down to humankind. 
Here is the great teaching of the Incarnation. I believe in the truth of the 
Incarnation. Christ is the Man Who came from God. In the flesh He 
represents God. Christ is not a ghostly being at all. He came from God 
and lived in the flesh. He cleansed this flesh and we are made the sons of 
God ‘here, in this spiritual democracy. 

(4) Physical Democracy means that life is the same for every human 
being. Life itself is the basis for life. We each have only one stomach, 
and we have a right each of us to fill our stomachs. That is the basis of 
physical democracy.. We have a right to sleep; we have a right to work. 
Unless Christ had taught us how to work and how to honor laborers, 
probably we should not have ascribed honor to labor. 

(5) Political Democracy. There are two kinds of political democracy :~- 
Man’s democracy, and God’s democracy. Greece and Rome are instances 
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of what I mean by man’s democracy,—a democracy for free citizens, but 
not a democracy for foreigners or for slaves. On the other hand, true 
democracy, the democracy based on God, looks upon everyone as equal. . It 
elevates humankind to the level of God. In Soviet Russia everyone is brought 
down to pauperism, to the proletarian level. The democracy of Christ, 
however, brings man up to the level of a king. In the twenty-second chapter 
of Revelation it is written that Christians are made kings (Rev. 2:5). The 
democracy of Christ isa king’s democracy—of not merely one king, but of 
kings. Everyone is made a king in the democracy of God. Everyone is a 
king. More than that, everyone is a son of God. We are greater than kings. 
We are sons of God. : 


Bogie These five kinds of democracy of which we have been talking 
are the true meaning of the Gospel. But unless they are realised 
it is in vain that we preach about them. So Christ did not merely preach; 
He acted as a King, as an organizer. He organized the Kingdom. He 
accomplished mighty works, miracles. ‘Miracle’ means a saving act, an 
act of lovingkindness. Do you study the miracles carefully ? Many of you 
may doubt the miracles, but I believe in them. Miracles happen to lost 
sheep. If you are not astrayed, no miracle will happen. Look at these 
Gospel stories—how the poor were saved, the sick cured,—and, because they 
were suffering, poor, miserable, and blind,—to them the miracles happened. 
I believe in the miracles of God. Miracles do not conflict with science. 
Natural science is concerned with Nature, but miracles are concerned with 
psychology. Miracles never happen without love. Salvation means the 
love of God in operation. Because salvation was offered, the miracles 
happened. 
pestle Christ was a real priest, He was the High Priest of humanity. 
The priesthood of Jesus Christ lies in His own consciousness. He 
died on the Cross, not because he was a miracle-doer, but because he was 
a priest. The more we study the Epistle to the Hebrews, the more we 
understand that Christ was the Redeemer. The German theologians did not 
understand this. But Jesus Christ is a Redeemer. He entered heaven as 
the Redeemer, as the High Priest, as the messenger from God to the lost sheep. 
There are three stages of human progress :—first, the Unconscious Stage, 
when men kill one another, as in war, without any sense of guilt. ~You 
may have seen them on the battlefield, watching to see if the enemy has 
fallen, and if he does fall, shouting “ Banzai! He is dead! Hurrah!” 
After the unconscious, comes the Semi-conscious stage, represented by 
the Old Testament period in Jewish history, when prophets appear, and 
denounce evils, and men begin to feel uneasy in their consciences because 
of the evils they have become responsible for, and offer sacrifices of animals 
to atone for their sins. 
But the time will come when we are awakened to the whole consciousness 
of our crimes and sin and responsibility to God. 
When that time comes, man realizes that the sacrifice of an animal, 
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the sacrifice of a lamb or of a bull, is not sufficient. As man’s religious 
experience advances, he realizes that the true sacrifice must be a human 
5 being, and the true priest one who has perfected his life-of-conscience, one 
) who is perfect—the Christ. But that ‘Day of Jesus Christ’ will never come 
until man is fully conscious. Without the consciousness of our whole 
| awakened heart, and full consciousness of God, we have no use for 
| Redemption. 

! And immediately man does become fully conscious, he realizes, not 
1 only his own need to believe in the Redemption Christ accomplished for 
| him, he realizes, also, that he himself must become a redeemer. I have a 
sore on my left little finger. My right little finger, meanwhile, seems 
very far away from it, entirely removed from it. Nevertheless tonight I 
shall have a fever all over my body, even in my right little finger, simply 
because the one left little finger is inflamed. 

In the unconscious stage, the right little finger has no sense of relation 
to the sore on the left little finger. But the relationship exists all the 
same, and in the half awakened condition, the right little finger begins to 
feel uneasy; while in the fully awakened stage, the right little finger feels 
| a sense of responsibility for the finger that is sore. When the human 
_ being that is represented by this little finger finds out that he has connection 
with the whole body, even with its sore spot, he feels that he must go to 
the sore and cure it, and all the causative conditions that affect it. 

Nineteenth century German theologians in their libraries lost sight of 
this need of the Redemption of the world; but missionaries on the front 
line know the need of Redemption. And those of us who work in the 
slums feel the need of Christ’s Redemption, for our slum people. We 
realize that the body politic is sick, because of its sore spots. We realize 
the need of redemption. We all need redemption; we need the blood of 
Jesus. Jesus came in the consciousness of God, in His flesh, and for the 
purpose of redeeming us. That is the meaning of His death on the Cross. 


We must also be redeemers, and carry the Cross. We must be small 
Christs. We ought to go to the Shantung famine district, and carry the 
cross for the famine sufferers. In Japan we have many experiences of the 
joy of redemption. Christ as a Prophet, as a Miracle Doer, as a Super 
Man, as a High Priest, fulfilled the Old Testament prophecies, is the Son of 
God, and is living to this day. Things may change; Time will pass away ; 
but Christ is the Love of humanity, the Love of God manifested to man. 
Christ will never fail. Christ belongs to eternity. Because the religion of 
Jesus is the religion of love and redemption, I believe this religion is the 
eternal religion. Therefore I am not afraid to be criticised. I stand here 
and I stand for Christ. 

But if the Gospel is preached simply with words, merely as by a 
prophet, people will not be convinced. We must be kind, and practise, and 
realize in action, the love of Christ. There must be the consciousness of 
the Redeemer all the time. Then people will know that we are something real. 

In His Steps let us follow! 


THE SECRET OF JESUS 


Hanechow Conlerence: There were two critical periods in the life of Christ. — 
uly , . . : 
Toyohiko Kagawa. The first was when John the Baptist was arrested. Then 


Luke 22 : 24-30 : a 
sa it was that Christ started his mission and began to 


preach the Gospel. (Mark 1:4). 

The second critical period in the life of Christ was when John the 
Baptist was killed. In John 6:15 we read that at that time thousands of 
people wanted to make Jesus Christ their King. This is the meaning of 
the gathering together of the five thousand at that time, (Mark 6:44) and 
of the four thousand soon afterward. (Mark 8:9) These masses were for 
revolution. They wanted revenge against Herod Antipas because he had 
killed John the Baptist; and probably they wanted also to rebel against 
the Roman Empire. 

But when the five thousand tried to force this issue upon him, Jesus 
just withdrew himself from the crowd-pressure, and took a journey abroad 
to foreign countries. After a while he came back again to the Sea of 
Galilee and found four thousand people gathered together again—or still. 
Therefore he started off again on another tour of foreign districts. , 

It was at this time that during this journey he asked the twelve, What 
do you think about me? And Peter confessed that he believed him to be 
the Christ. But then, as you know, Christ forbad him to say openly that 
he was the Christ. This we call the Secret of Jesus. 

Why did Jesus not want to be called the Christ? Because he wanted 
to be a true Christ, not a secular Christ; not a King but a Servant. 

From that time on Jesus told his disciples, “I shall be mistreated, and 
crucified; and shall rise up again after three days.” The disciples did 
not understand that mystery, which mystery leads up to the inner soul 
of Jesus Christ. From that period Christ determined to be crucified, and 
repeatedly prophesied his crucifixion. . 

And by this time the opposing forces were very angry with him. From 
that time onward they said he must be killed. At last the Sanhedrin, the 
national assembly of seventy-two persons, decided him to be a dangerous 
man. They determined, therefore, to capture him, commit him to prison, 
and give him the capital penalty. Thus the three factors necessary to 
such a consummation :—the social Movement, the Consciousness of Jesus, 
and the Government Authority, met in one event. That was the death of 
Jesus Cnrist. 


Lied ga pet ol But to the disciples’ mind, Jesus Christ was not a man. 
area we Oe inks to be crucified. They wanted him to bea king. He deserved 
ta be called ‘King,’ they knew. And when they were on 
the way back to Capernaum (Mark 9:34) they were discussing nothing but 
the Kingship of Christ, and its corollary for themselves, the desideratum, 
that they would be made great men, cabinet ministers. 
Again, when Jesus Christ determined to go to Jerusalem by way of 
Samaria, you remember that the sons of Zebedee came and asked to be 
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made ministers. And even to the day when Christ was to bid them farewell, 
because he was to be killed on the next day,—even at that last moment 
the disciples would discuss their relative positions in oe great chairs of 
the future ministerships. (Luke 22: 24-30). 

From these points we can see that the nature of the Social Movement 
for which Jesus was looking, and the nature of the state toward which the 
disciples were looking, were fundamentally different. The State of God 
toward which Jesus was moving was the ideal state; and the state toward 
which the disciples were aiming was a revolutionary state in which: they 
themselves were to be made great. 


onl ay Here is the temptation for you and for us in Japan, 
Antithesis also. When we had the Meiji Reformation in Japan, many 


men of Japan were made great. At that time many leaders 
of Japanese churches were invited to become Cabinet Ministers. Dr. Niijima, 
the founder of Doshisha University, was asked to be one of the ministers; 
but he declined this offer, simply because he wanted to be one ef the little 
disciples of Jesus Christ. Many Japanese graduates of American universities 
came back to Japan and were asked to be ministers of the government; but 
they declined for the same reason. If they had wanted to be made great, 
they would have had an opportunity. But they did not like to be great. 
They wanted to be smaller. 

I have had such temptations also in my own life. Even today if I 
wanted to be the leader or vice-president of the Labor Party, I still’ have 
the chance. But I am looking for the eternal society, the eternal state, 
not for temporary great fame or name in Japan. To be known in some 
temporary state is an easy thing; but I choose rather to be a small man 
in the most difficult eternal society. 

When Dr. Mott was asked to be Ambassador (from the United States 
to China,) he refused this position without hesitation. He knew he must 
be a small man in the eternal state. Why so? 

In the City of God, the greatest man of this world is small, and cannot 
count at all. 


Ancient You had thousands of ministers and great men at the time of 
Chinese ae : 
Illustrations Confucius. Where are those ministers now? But Confucius did 
not want to be a great minister and after fourteen years as 
minister in the State of , he became a mere teacher. You know the 
famous teaching of Confucius, ‘The Way of a King and the Way of 
Warlords.’ So far as I understand it, the Way of the King is the Way of 
service and lovingkindness. Similarly, because Jesus Christ wanted to be a 
king; he wanted to be a servant. I think that many people do not understand 
Confucius very well. Many people are following the steps of the secular 
world, and simply want to be great in it. But the Way of Mencius was 
the same as that of Confucius and of Jesus Christ. The teaching of Mencius 
was simply kindness and the duty to love one another. 
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Hegstouanare The Way of Jesus was simply the Way of crucifixion. In 
Stel in Christianity I find the true way of service and the true way 

to have the eternal state. The thing that I asked your a ttention 
to last evening, is that the way of Christianity is to have a social unit. 
Whether Lenin or Stahlin arrive with their theories, we must first of all 
have a social unit. Unless we have that kind of love-system of society of 
which we have been talking, no genuine society will be achieved. You 
know there are many kinds of social groups:—first, physical; second, 
psychological, and third, moral society, based on voluntary unification. In 
physical society we do not like people who do not belong to our blood 
family. In psychological society people who are not beautiful are not 
loved. Ignorant people are despised in this state of society. But in moral 
society, all, whether ugly, wicked, or ignorant, are beloved. It is that 
state or stage of society which we call redemption. But without the ethical 
mysticism of this moral social ideal, we shall never be able to complete 
true society. 

In both Japan and China the family system is very strongly established, 
and so we have the first stage, or physical society. We are also developing 
the second stage, of psychological society. But we have not yet developed 
the third, or moral stage of society. 

Jesus Christ pointed to this highest standard of the state. Therefore 
he refused to be called a king. And this is what we need today—this 
highest standard of idealism. Therefore when we preach, we must preach 
the highest standard of morality. No compromise is permissible. And 
when we enter into the activities of ordinary social living, we must live 
up to the top of the idealism which Christ preached. 


How to Live It is very difficult to climb up to this point. But when the 
Standard power of God enters your heart it is very easy. Then, how can 


we get power of God? Only through prayer. When we pray, 
it is sure that the power of the Holy Spirit is given to us. People doubt 
this, but I do not. When summer comes, winter is forgotten, and plants 
bud out and blossom. It is the same when the time comes that the Holy 
Spirit moves, and sin and evil are destroyed. I believe the day that the 
Holy Spirit moves. Therefore when we want to begin to have the Kingdom 
of God Movement, we ask our friends to have prayer meetings. Some 
think it absurd to have prayer meetings, but we are very serious. You 
know that when Abraham Lincoln made his emancipation proclamation, 
he prayed all the previous night. Our work in Japan must be all the time 
prepared for in prayers. If it were simply a secular work, we might 
prepare for it by secular preparation. But when we want eternal aspiration, 
we must prepare by prayer. 


tic rg You may doubt it, but I believe the history of the Old and 

New Testaments. You know that these records give us the 
long, long experience of human beings. There are wars, and turmoils, 
and sins in the records, but each time the Grace of God rejuvenates the 
human spirit. And then when we have just a little joyful time of 
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civilization, we sink down again. And then the Grace of God lifts us up; 
and again we sink down; and so on. We see these things in the Old and 
New Testaments. Therefore I interpret history as the History of Grace. 


ae Now the future of this great nation may look to you 


REVOLUTION very dismal, but our faith in God still holds. But unless you 
Ane plodern . have prayer, you cannot get the Kingdom of God to approach. 
Rae Mant: Unless we ourselves repent, the Kingdom of God will not 
Repent: believe come near. Therefore Christ said: The Kingdom of God is 
near ; repent ye; believe in the Gospel. (Mark 1:15) Repentance 
rather than revolution is necessary. Repentance from egoism, from 
immoral living, from easy going! We must repent, to enter the State of 
God. That is the point to which we must awaken In this great nation we 
can have no compromise with worldliness. We must be servants to all. 
We are servants of Christ, who was servant to all. We must live as 
‘simply as possible, because we are servants. We do not need much money. 
Brethren, let’s be servants! 


ppabicss Let us cast off everything for Christ’s sake! I am following 
‘or God 
: in the steps of St. Francis of Assisi. But I have learned many 
lessons also from the gamblers of the slums. I know a family of these 
gamblers, who, when they lose, send one of their sons to run to the pawn 
i shop and pawn his coat to get more money. This boy becomes naked, and 
loses everything for gambling. Because I lived in the slums many, many 
years, I became a gambler for God. I wanted to pawn everything for 
Christ. I was not anxious about the morrow. I am a gambler for God. I 
dont care about food, books, honor, money, wife, or anything. I want to 
gamble for God. I dont care for my life, if God be glorified. 

We are looking for the eternal society. We are like revolutionists. 
But we do not use violence and force. We are meek as sheep. The 
social application of the gospel of Christ is simply crucifixion of our ego. 


Love one You know the strength of the small republics scattered over 
another he 5 x 
northern Italy. At the time of the Barbarian Invasion, these 
small republics had great strength, because they loved one another. And 
at this time of great tumoil in China, what Christians need to do is to love 
others. Many robbers come, to be sure, and generals pass along. But we 
must love each other, and all the time work for the eternal society, only 
looking for the Kingdom of God to come. This is what they are doing in 
Japan; and so though here and there one sees big generals passing by, we 
Christians are small people, and are praying for purity. If we love each 
other, and maintain the highest standard of morality, who would venture 
to kill us? 
The Weakness In the sixteenth century Nestorian Christianity came to 
of Nestorian : . 
Christianity China, to the old capital of the ‘Tang Period. And after 
existing in China for a long while it disappeared. In Japan, 
on the other hand, Jesuit Christianity was received three hundred years 
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ago, and it’ remained! Why did Nestorian Christianity disappear? If we 
study the traces of Nestorian religion in Japanese Buddhism, we can find 
out why. One of the reasons why Nestorian Christianity disappeared was 
that its priests preached doctrines and did nothing. They were mystical. 
They kept ancestor worship; but they did not practise love. They hesitated 
to realize Christ’s teaching. 

- There are two branches of historic Christianity, the one which came 
to the East, and the one which went West. The latter put the love of Christ 
in practise. And it is living today. The Christianity which came to the 
East in the Nestorian form of merely individualistic mysticism, disappeared. 

‘What we need today is to realize love, supported by the Breath of 
God. Nestorian Christianity failed because it compromised with the 
standard of morality. What we need today is no compromise, but Christ 
above all.. When the warlords persecute us, let us honor Christ first and 
foremost. Let us die for Christ before the warlords persuade us to 
compromise. 


alee In Japan we have many kinds of religion and preserve them 
Religions all. We have Confucian doctrines and respect them; and 

Buddhist doctrines and respect them also. We have the great 
system of chivalry of Bushido. So unless we Christians maintain a standard 
that is higher than them all, Christianity has no place for existence. Christ 
told the disciples in the Sermon on the Mount: “ Your righteousness must | 
be purer than that of the Pharisees.” Otherwise there is no use for 
Christians to be called Christians. We pray that the Lord will lead us to 
purer living, and more meek and loving hearts; and that we might die for 
Christ’s sake. 


Saal I am very sorry that many friends of mine in this great 
Politics nation want to enter into politics even more than to be disciples 


of Christ. I beg you, let us conquer such tempations! Let us 
be humble before Christ. Let us count as small people. Let us be servants. 
Let us be small local organizers of Co-operatives. But let us preach the 
Crucifixion of our Lord. 

May the Lord lead us, so that we may step along the same road 
which Jesus Christ experienced in the past,—that Christ may be glorified 
in the Orient, and that this nation may prove to have been glorified in the 
name of Christ. 


BIBLE READING AS A SOURCE OF POWER 
(PAULS THIRTEEN EPISTLES) 


i : : ‘ : 
Conlerente: July 31, I want to give this hour to Bible reading as a source 
SOAR MT otehihe of power. I have touched on the social, economic and 


political side, but if we forget the religious side, life as a 
whole is in vain. Many young men do not like to read the Bible. They 
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do not know their Bibles, especially the’ New Testanient. But the sourcé 
of power is there. I read the New Testament as a source of power. 

I have many things I might say on this subject, I must limit myself: 
I shall speak of how to study the thirteen epistles of St. Paul. These may 
be listed as follows: I Thessalonians, the Gospel of Awakening 


/ 


II x a 9 welLabor 

Galatians, . Y Pr » Liberty or Freedom 
I Corinthians .. . », Order 
II sy bs BK » Deliverance 
Romans e s » Grace 

Philemon me 4 » Emancipation 
Colossians * e » Perfection 
Ephesians 5 xs » Unity 

Philippians i os » JOY 

I Timothy > ig » Friendship 

Titus re pe », Practise 

II Timothy 3 3 » Strength and Power 


I study the Gosp2] and Epistles thoroughly, not only verse by verse 
but as a whole. More than everything else I want to catch the power of 
the life in it. For example, Paul wrote thirteen books. Nowadays young 
people do not read these books diligently, They merely pick out some 
verses to memorize or remember, but do not understand the whole character 
of St. Paul. The Bible was completed in its present form in the fourth 
century, though in the last part of the first century the epistles of Paul 
were in the hands of the first ministers. The arrangement in the Bible is not 
chronological. For example, I Thessalonians comes very late in the New 
Testament but it was really written about a.d. 50 or 51. (See List) If we 
study these thirteen books as a whole and so of course chronologically, we 
can enter into the faith and love of St. Paul. Repeatedly I read these 
epistles as a whole. Thus I find the difficulties, problems, dangers, convic- 
tion and love of St. Paul. f 

You will find if you study carefully the reason why Paul wrote these 
epistles. At first he did not realize the greatness of the Gospel of Love, 
by which Jesus Christ could so effectively rule the world. Therefore Paul 
lacked his system of love at the beginning. But if we read his writings, 
we see that more and more he became conscious that Christ can conquer 
the world, not because he has power, but because he has the authority of love. 


First Thessalonians, then, gives light on the point of our Awakening. 
So I call it the Gospel of Awakening. It describes love very little, but in 
its pages the brethren under persecution are loving one another, for which 
Paul is thankful to God. 

Second Thessalonians we find the principle of labor given as the 
foundation of love. In II Thess. 3:8-12 the Gospel of Labor is given....... 
.....1n First Thessalonians the second coming of Christ was emphasized. 
The meaning of the second coming of Christ is very great. Many modernists 
laugh at it. But I take it very seriously. When I had the experience-of 


15 


being about to be killed, in a slum in Japan,—when a scoundrel caught 
me on my breast and was about to take my life, on that instant I prayed 
God to take the sword out of his hand. That kind of waiting for God’s 
intervention is the mystery of the faith of the second coming. In the 
history of humankind, God’s intervention is necessary. When God comes, 
when Christ comes, those who belong to Christ will have happy moments, 
and those who do not belong to Christ will see dark times. Unfortunately 
the first century Christians took the second coming of Christ as a most 


terrible thing, and did not realize that it would be a time of joy for them. 


Therefore they stopped working, and their lives became very idle. When 
their lives became unproductive, people laughed at Christianity Therefore 
Paul asked the Christians to be productive; and, that he himself might be 
an example to them, he worked hard. In my experience, in order that the 
laborers might see us as an example, I work very hard with my own pen 
and support myself as a laborer. Labor and love must all the time go 
together. To love others, we must work hard. 


You know the famous Moravian brotherhood. They worked very hard. 
About six hundred supported two hundred missionaries abroad. Those 
missionaries were not well educated people. They were carpenters, skilled 
laborers, stone masons, and so forth. They received only twenty dollars a 
month. They went out as skilled laborer missionaries, and the six hundred 
people left at home in South Germany gathered together and worked and 
worked and prayed and prayed, and supported these two hundred 
missionaries abroad. There labor, love, Gospel, and prayer, were all 
harmonized. Thus Paul taught the believers at Thessaly: (Quote Thess. 
3:8-12). We who have a right to receive salaries and to be supported by 
others must work all the harder! 


6 

In Galatians Paul gave the Gospel of Liberty, which as given in 
Galatians is simply wonderful. Panl’s theory of freedom is that it came 
from God. But it is very interesting to study the basis of freedom which 
Paul gave to the Galatians. What was it? It is Love, says Paul. You 
may think it strange for love to be the basis of freedom. But Paul taught 
us that social solidarity is the basis of freedom. Unless you get social 
solidarity based on love, you can never have freedom. (Gal. 5:12-15) 
Individual liberty and social liberty are two different things. Many forget 
that social liberty comes from love. For example, to lift this desk, I need 
another man to help me. And if I want to travel in an ocean liner I must 
be helped. About thirty or forty men are required to help me. Unless a 
skilled captain and quartermaster will come and help me, I cannot sail on 
a ten thousand ten steamer across the ocean. To have a social unit 
consisting of as many as forty men means social solidarity with love. Then 
we can have freedom among ourselves. 


Some think that with law we can do everything. It is a great error. 
For example in Mexico they have the best law of modern times. Any 
student of Mexican law is surprised at its excellence. But unfortunately 
these wonderful laws of Mexico are never put into practise, because they 
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haven’t enough social solidarity, or love. In England they haven’t con- 
stitutional law, but because they have love to the King there is not the 
need to have law. Love to the King, and history, solves their law questions. 
St. Paul came to the conclusion that if we have love, we can complete the 
law itself. This was the social philosophy of Paul. 

He then started giving a system of love, applying it to Greek morality 
in First Corinthians. If you read chapters twelve, thirteen and fourteen, 
you will find this idea of freedom based on love developed in First 
Corinthians. The twelth chapter gives the solidarity of the body and limbs; 
and in the thirteenth, which doubtless you know from memory, there is his 
wonderful comparison of love with Greek morality. In that chapter he 
first compares love with Greek culture. He says that love must be the 
basis of about ten different virtues, and then compares love with Greek 
philosophy. He compares Christianity, then, with other religions, and comes 
to the conclusion that love, Christ’s love, is the perfection of everything. 


In Second Corinthians he wanted to put that love into practise. He 
found that the love of Christ was omnipotent, but that when he put it into 


_practise, people could not understand him. In Second Corinthians he was 


in a most sorrowful time, the most lonesome period he ever experienced. 


He worked in despair, and he wept. In 2. Cor. 2:4 you will find that he 


was weeping. In Acts 20:31 he wrote that he wept continually for about 
three years in the work in Ephesus. And when he worked in Corinth, he 
put in practise the love of Christ. He was weeping because he was called 
a false apostle; and because he had been misunderstood because he 


accompanied some young ladies; and was suspected of having used the 


money he collected for the poor for other purposes. 


Second Corinthians is a most wonderful book,—a book of confession. 
If anyone feels weary, let him read it; if we want to find out the pride in 
ourselves, read it. This is the autobiography of St. Paul. Especially in 
the twelfth chapter is the self-revelation very intimate. And it is in this 
chapter (2 Cor. 12:15) that he says he is so much disappointed with the 
attitude of the Corinthian believers toward him. Sometimes you in your 
field may feel that the more you serve men the less they love you, and 
that they want to fly away from you. Probably the missions are feeling 
that way to-day in China. 

Romans. Then Paul came to look at things not in an earthly way but 
in a heavenly way. He wanted to look up to Christ; and when he wrote 
the Epistle to the Romans, six months after writing Second Corinthians, he 
had changed his mind. The book of Second Corinthians is a book of despair. 
Paul is so much disappointed over the social movement. He wants to look 
up to God. The book of Romans is the Gospel of Grace. If I had time I 
would give you chapter by chapter the epistle to the Romans. I shall just 
give you the outline: Of the sixteen chapters of Romans, 

I and II give a criticism of Roman civilization ; 

III and IV, the relation of our physical bodies to salvation ; 

V and VI, the relation of our psychological being to salvation ; 
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VII and’ VIII, the relation of our human reality to God’s salvation thru 
the Holy Spirit ; 

IX, X, and XI, the relation of history to salvation. Here Paul says that 
men may fall away but God will save them. Many like Jacob committed 
adultery and did mischief, but God was gracious in the past. We find this 
history of Grace in the Old Testament. Through the experience of this 
power of salvation, and power of redemption, he finds a new basis of 
morality. He was a new man, not afraid of any fear from the outside, 
when he wrote the epistle to the Romans. 

XII, XIII, and XIV give the new morality based on the love of Christ. 

In the key chapter of Romans, the VIIIth, from verse 35 to its ending 
we find a most wonderful poem of love and of grace. Paul triumphs with 
Christ. ‘Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?” he asks you. 
We experience to-day in China just those things of which he was speaking ; 
“Tribulation, distress, famine, persecution, nakedness, peril, sword.” “As- 
it is written, for Thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted 
as sheep for the slaughter.” Yet, “In all these things we are more than 
conquerors through Him Who loved us. For I am persuaded that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor height, nor 
depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love 
of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

Philemon. After Paul had experienced this great love, the crystallization 
of love in Christ, he was a completely changed man. He was a new creature. 
And then he wrote the four epistles in prison. He wrote them as a man 
of mystery. This short book of Philemon how wonderful it is! 

But Colossians is a book of Perfection. Few people, very few, understand 
the meaning of Colossians. Paul describes his thought in this fashion,—that 
the Cosmos was near to perfection when human beings appeared; and 
that when society developed it was nearer yet; but when Christ came, 
perfection was achieved. Christ is the Head, he says. In Christ everything 
was perfected. This means that love perfected everything. This is the 
mysticism of Christ. “For it was through Him that everything was created 
in heaven and on earth, the seen and the unseen, angelic thrones, dominions, 
principalities, authorities—all things were created through Him and for 
Him” (Col 1:16). What does ‘by Him’ mean? It means ‘by the love of 
Christ,’ ‘by love.’ In Christ the love of God is crystallized, and here he 
gives the most fundamental mystery of the world, that through love 
everything was created and everything was created for love. 


MEDITATIONS ON HAPPY MOMENTS AT THE 
FEET OF CHRIST 


Hangchow Conference. ; : : : Sas 
July 31, 1930, 1:30 p.m. We have a social side in our lives, and an economic 
anole Kagawa side, but when we come to the moment of death, that 


moment of utter solitutde, we have religion, which we 
cannot experience with the mass. We must each of us face toward God 
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as an individual. I look at Him personally. And He looks at me persunally: 
| In olden times, this personal piety, this personal relation with God, 
} was considered the most central part of our religion, and it really is to 


) the end of the world. Unless we have a personal relation with a personal. 


* God, we are lost. This Personal God is the Source of Life; the Source of 
Growth; the Source of our Selective power; the source of all values. 

‘Some lay emphasis on the social side only, and consider this to be the 
whole of Christianity. But, really, we must be filled with the Holy Spirit 
and the spirit of piety. There are others who acknowledge the necessity for. 
some sort of mysticism, but make the mistake of looking at the mystics of 
India, and thinking that Indian mysticism and Indian philosophy are better 
than those of Christ. But though I have studied Buddhism and consider 
the psychology and philosophy of Buddhism very fine I believe Christ 
fulfilled all of these good elements in Buddhism, and far more besides. 
Christ gave us the apex of life. In Christ we have the most happy moments. 

But most of us are liable to pass over the verses of the Bible so 
hastily that we do not mediatate on what Christ told us. Many Christians 
| have hurried over the nine beatitudes of the Sermon on the Mount, 
thousands of times. But let us come back again to the feet of Christ on 
top of the Mount, and read again these nine beatitudes. For me these 
nine beatitudes mean great things: 

“Blessed is he” means that we have happy moments; we have nine 
happy moments: First, when we are ‘poor in heart’; second, when we 
‘mourn’; third, when we are ‘meek’; and fourth, when we ‘hunger.’ 
These are the negative sides in our happy moments. Christ pointed out 
to us the positive sides: 

Fifth, when we are ‘merciful’; sixth, when we are ‘pure in heart’; 


+ seventh, when we feel ‘peace’; and eighth, when we stand against 


_ ‘persecutions.’ These eight moments stand with the last and ninth, their 
climax, which is ‘ persecution with Christ.’ 
CHART OF THE NINE BEATITUDES 


Negative Positive 

Poor Mercy 

Mourn Pure in heart 

Meek Peace j 

Hunger Strength to endure persecution 
Reflections on the (1) These four negatives we have in our Oriental 


Negative Sid : F i i 
ied psychology. Both in Taoism and Buddhism we have this 


concept of ‘ poverty of heart.’ Lao Tse speaks of what is best translated 
as ‘doing-nothingness.’ This is poverty of heart. Many people are liable 
to think this the acme of foolishness, this doing-nothingness, and yet they 
have ‘no right to look upon Lao Tse’s philosophy as foolish. Christ’s 
teaching of poverty of heart is really the fulfillment of this deep philosophy. 
of Lao Tse. 

In New York City some people are doing more, and they are too nervous. 
They have -many things to do, and they are doing nothing. Doing more 
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and doing nothing is very bad; doing nothing and doing more is better. 
For example, a man speeding in his auto runs over and kills another person. 
That is very bad. To sit down and do nothing is better. Again, to read 
trashy, erotic novels and be tormented in the brain, is worse than doing 
nothing and not to think. 

Blessed is he who is poor in spirit. For me to be poor in spirit is a 
great blessing. I know that I do not know very much. Therefore I can 
learn more. If I should begin to feel that I had reached the summit of 
scholarship, I should be as unhappy as the famous Faust in the same 
predicament. Therefore we must first of all attain to poverty of heart, 
and make our hearts empty so that God may come in. 


(2) Blessed is the man who is mourning, that is, turning away, from | 
superficial and phenomenal things. Rudolph Eucken, the famous’German 
philosopher, says that pessimism is the first step toward serious religion. 
Unless we know how to mourn, we do not know real joy. 

The power to feel pain arrives late in race-history. Men who are 
suffering from insanity have no power to feel pain. Some animals, too, 
have no hervous system for feeling pain. This power is the prerogative 
of the higher animals. In the history of drama, tragedy came very late. 
Comedies were written earlier than tragedies. The tragedies came later, 
when life was felt. When we feel life through tragedy, we begin to have 
tragedies played on the stage. And when we can mourn over them, we 
have come to the time of consciousness of our sins. When we can feel our 
own sin, the power of redemption is nearing us. 


(3) Meekness is another factor to make us happy. We are strong 
enough to meet our enemies; but those who are meek can inherit the 
earth. Meekness we see in the face of Buddha. Meekness is in the face 
of the Virgin Mary. Mothers are very meek; because of this many sons 
are protected, Because Buddhist priests are very meek, their temples stand 
for thousands of years. Meekness is one factor that makes civilizations 


stable. And goats, mountain goats, are very meek, but they are as 
prosperous as are lions 


(4) To hunger after righteousness is another factor that makes us happy. 
When these four factors are applied to our meditation, they make us 
very happy. When we sit down to meditate, we must (1) Empty ourselves; 


(2) confess our sins (3) be very meek before God, and (4) hunger after 
righteousness. 


Reflections a But this negative side is not all we need. We must take 
some positive measures. We must stand for mercy, for purity 
in heart, be peacemakers, be strong enough to stand persecution. 

There are indeed some who meditate upon religion who take the 
negative side only; but we must have the positive side also. The negative 
side is individualistic and the positive side is social...... Some may consider 
purity of heart to be very individualistic; but to be pure in heart is 
wholesomeness,—that we may have no sore spot in our wholesomeness of life. 
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Results And if we accept these eight psychological implications of our 
human living, we have eight different results: We receive the Kingdom 
of Heaven; we are comforted; we inherit the earth; we are filled; we 
obtain mercy, we see God; we are called the children of God; we have 
the Kingdom of Heaven. Considering them more in particular : 

_ () To receive the Kingdom of Heaven is really to enter into a state 
of exaltation or transcendence. When we are worldly minded, we cannot 
be religious. So in order to become transcendental above all, and to become 
heavenly-minded, we must start in poverty of heart. 

Some seek only (2) Comfort in religion. Casting off what belongs to 


phenomena and temporal things, such an one seeks his comfort in religion. 
Buddhists, for example, seek comfort in the mountains. It is all right to 
do so. We have a right to seek such comfort. And we must give comfort 
to the people. If religious leaders cannot give comfort to the people seeking 
after comfort, ours is not a religion at all. 

(3) .Some seek only to inherit the earth, and people have a right to 
do this also. 

(4) But we must pass on to the fourth stage, fulfillment in our heart, 
or fulness of life. 

But these four are too individualistic. Therefore let us pass on to the 
positive side: 

(5) Seek mercy, (5) pity our neighbors, (6) See God, His Wholesomeness 
of the Universe—the defect of Buddhism is that they dont like to see God. 
They want to see the spirits. They believe in spirits but not in God. But 
if we stop at this point, religion becomes very short-sighted. For example, 
Indian theosophy or Wisdom-religion, which lays emphasis on looking at 
_ God. It is a religion of observation. Such a religion stops at the first 

stage, of observation only. Philosophic religion stops right there. It is 
philosophical. It gives us observation but does not give us the will, the 
power of life, to. create. So with Buddhism. The Zen sect of Buddhism gives 
us wisdom and observation, but does not advance beyond that. But, as you 
will remember, full-rounded religion is one of Observation, Preservation, 
Creation, and Redemption. 

(7) The. Zen sect gives us observation, but does not pass on to the 
next stage, of becoming sons of God. This means that we must assemble 
to God; become like God; get freedom and liberty, and be near to God. 
We must be Christ-like. Be like the Son of God. 

(8) But more even than that; we must stand against persecutions, thus 
demonstrating that we are sons of God. If we go about peacefully, we 
shall probably have a good time. It is not unworthy to do so. But we 
must on occasion fight through to the destruction of old evils. When we 
can conquer evils, that is the goal of the religious upheaval. When we 
can conquer evils, the heavenly kingdom will approach to us. Therefore 
Christ, starting with the transcendental heavenly kingdom closes the nine 
beatitudes with again the transcendental heavenly kingdom. He says 
‘Blessed are they who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is 
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the Heavenly Kingdom. The ‘Heavenly Kingdom’ of the first point comes 
from. poverty of spirit. The ‘Heavenly Kingdom’ of the eighth point is 
that in which we abide after the conquest of evil. We abide in the Heavenly 
Kingdom, or the Holiness of God. 


The Ninth But all the negative, and all the positive side,—and the 
Beatitude—Persecutd at: 2 , ‘, f 
‘In my Name’ truth of religion is laid up in personality. There are two 


kinds of truth, one which belongs to nature, the truth of 
humanity, experience through personality. When we can feel the truth of 
humanity in personality, and when it proves itself to be the best truth of 
all, we know that it is the best truth in the world. 

There are indeed many kinds of religion in the world. Some lay 
emphasis on humbleness, as Lao Tse; some on the Mode, as Buddhism ; 
some on meekness, as Bahaism; some on hunger for righteousness, as 
Mohammedanism ; some on mercy, as St. Francis of Assisi; some on purity, 
peace, and righteousness in persecution. But Christ has all of these values 
in Him. Therefore He calls Himself the Way, the Gate, the Life, and the 
Truth. He is the truth of religion; He is the truth of life. Therefore 
Christ says people will persecute you ‘In My Name,-—because you want 
to follow me. 

When people laugh at you for wanting to follow Christ, then you are 
happy! If you have the eight values separately, apart from Christ, people 
may call you a scholar, a philosopher, a wise man, a very good man. But 
when you put Christ with them,—they may begin to say, We have had lots 
of Christianity, but it has made the world very bad. They may begin to 
persecute you. But you must put Christ with these eight steps which lead 
up to Christ. 

These eight steps which lead up to Christ are the steps we need in 
meditation. We start with humiliation, and we are led up to determination, 
which enables us to meet persecution when it comes. And we must stand 
firm at the feet of Christ. Because there is only one Way, one Truth, one 
Life. That is hidden in Christ; and in Him are hidden all the treasures of 
the Universe. Because the mourning and hungering of all life, or all the 
Universe, is for the appearance of the Sons of God. Christ is the first fruits 
to become the Son of God. He was the perfect personality, and in him, 
manhood and the sonship of God melt together, because he was the Perfect 
Man. Therefore he was the only begotten Son of God. 

All the time, probably, Christ felt blessedness in the breast of God. 
When we feel that we are in the bosom of God, we have. happy moments, 
moment by moment. When you feel that you are in the bosom of God, 
even though enemies want to hit you, or strike you witha sword, you feel 
as peaceful as can be. In my experience in the slums of Kobe, or in the 
Labor Unions of Osaka, everywhere we had big strikes, and were thereatened. 
But I felt happiness all the time; at night, in prison, everywhere! Oh, 
blessed is the man who is in the bosom of God! And I think that many 
of you have experienced happy moments at the feet of Christ. Christianity 
is the fulfillment of all the religions of God. Christianity is the best of 
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Buddhism, Mohammedanism, Confucianism, and of all the others—all are 
fulfilled in Christ. 


THE GENERAL WORKERS CONFERENCE OF THE 
CHURCH OF CHRIST IN CHINA 


ee are As a part of the Five Year Movement, the General 
August 4, 1930 Assembly of the Church of Christ in China has projected 


(Extracts from the } 
article inthe Chinese seven or eight regional Conferences and one National 


Recorder, September, 
es? Dr. A.R. — General Workers Conference, for the present year (1930)...... 
It was planned that the latter, the Hangchow Conference, 

should consist of five or six outstanding leaders from each of the widely 
scattered synods...... In spite of warfare, banditry and communist pillaging 
which prevented some from attending, there was only one synod unrepre- 
sented. The Conference numbered sixty-six, with representatives from as 
far north as Manchuria, as far south as Hainan, and as far west as Ichang...... 

The announcement that Dr. Kagawa was coming from Japan to 
participate in the Conference had created high expectations among the 
delegates, and their expectations were more than realized. One of those 
who attended the Conference writes,—“ We have met a saint, but we have 
met much more than a saint. Here is a man who combines the mind of 
the sage with the mysticism of the saint. He is keenly alive, takes an 
interest in all that is living, is familiar with all ancient and modern 
movements for the uplift of man. His faith is a simple one, but he is 
capable of squaring it with the philosophical, sociological and psychological 
theories of the present day schools and of expressing it in their language. 
Toyohiko Kagawa is one of the greatest men who have visited China. The 
effects. of his visit will persist....... 

“ After sitting at the feet of Kagawa for all too brief a season, I am 
i EM convinced that he holds the answer to the quest of the world today. 

There is the problem of international goodwill. Said Kagawa: “I 
stand all the time for Christian internationalism, for the Christian inter- 
nationale. I love Japan very much, and for that reason I am serving the 
nation. But I never forget that I am a citizen of the Kingdom of Heaven 
first. I belong to God first, and then I belong to Japan.” In his first 
address he sought the first opportunity to express his regrets for his 
country’s treatment of China. Then the barriers were down. Kagawa 
refuses to visit Korea as long as she is denied her freedom or home rule, 
as he feels his message would be hopelessly compromised by his country’s 
treatment of Chosen. I am quite sure that the Conference members will 
in the future have a kindlier feeling for Japan because of their contact 
with him—and that they will visualize their island neighbor through his 
personality and think of Japanese in terms of Kagawa.” 

The Russian Communist menace can be successfully met only as we 
square our lives and attitudes with the life and gospel of Jesus. “There 
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are so-called Christians everywhere who are not living clean enough as 
goods citizens; they are compromising with existing economic conditions. 
They are not living up to the declaration of Jesus made at Nazareth. If 
they would live up to the true meaning of the Gospel, there would be no 
room left for Communism to come in...... If we could have managed the 
great industrial revolution according to Christian motivation, this world 
catastrophe would not have taken place. The reason why the Church...... 
lost the chance to mould the great industrial revolution is because it laid 
too much emphasis on doctrinal preaching. If we had laid emphasis more 
on ethical mysticism or on socialized individuality it would have been 
Detter. ...5.: 

Kagawa told the conference that while living in the slums he learned 
much from the gambler. Gambling he discovered to be such a compelling 
passion that the devotee stakes his money, his clothes, his home on the 


game. 
Said Kagawa, “I determined to be a gambler for God, staking my 


possessions, my home, my wife, my children, my life, my all in my gamble 
for God.” Gamblers for God! What a Church! What a China! What a 
world, if missionary, Chinese pastor and educator and our three hundred 
thousand Christians, with a holy, unrestrained abandon would determine to 
become “Gamblers for God!” 


ADDRESS AT THE SHANGHAI FOREIGN Y.M.C.A. 


Ry : Dr. Kepler, in introducing Dr. Kagawa: “Our world has 
rae has progressed because it had two types of men, (1) Men of 


vision, and (2) Men with the power to accomplish. But Dr. 
Kagawa is a synthesis of both of these types. He is a writer, a poet, a 
social worker, a political leader, a scientist, a philosopher, an economist, 
an evangelist and pastor. He has also written sixty books.” | 
Dr. Kagawa: 

Shanghai is very hot, and to speak about slum life in a hot place 
makes one feel all the hotter. If I were a master of English I could 
describe slum life in a more joyful way, but because Iam poor in English 
I doubt if you can understand me very well. 

Don’t think the slums are all the time sorrowful. We have laughs 
and jokes in the slums. I enjoyed them. I lived for fourteen years and 
eight months in a six feet square house in the slums of Kobe. My wife 
and I lived there nine years and eight months. It was a joy. There was 
no use to employ others to sweep out our tiny house. We could do it 
ourselves. And my bell boy was the postman from the government. 
Because I wrote many books, letters came, and telegrams. I could reach 
out from where I was lying down, without moving, and receive the telegrams, 
and open them still lying down. We enjoyed our life in the slums. 
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But it was quite dangerous. The first house we occupied had many 
traditions. It was empty because of being tormented by a ghost. I ama 
man who loves adventures and ghosts, so I went there. I was reading 
Dickens’ Christmas Carol, and wanted to try the experiment recorded in it. 


| It was. on December 24th, 1909. I was suffering from tuberculosis, and 


thought I was going to die. Before I died I wanted to do some good thing. 
I carried all my things on a small cart and went alone down to the slums. 

My friend who had helped me rent that house was characteristic of 
the neighborfood. He was an ex-convict. At twenty-four years of age he 
had set fire to a house in the hope of stealing from it; and as a result 
six hundred houses had burned down. He had been in prison fifteen years. 
Then he had come out, and become my friend. (See the story of this man 
in ‘Across the Death Line,’ pp. 112-114, where he appears under the name 
of Ueki.) 


Mr. Statue The next day a chief gambler came and said to me, “ Kagawa, 
aren't you a kind man? Will you take a man, a drunkard, who has no 
job and nothing to eat? and make him your disciple? 

“How a disciple ?” I asked. 

“Give him rice,” was the reply. 

That man thought I was like a Buddhist priest who usually cares for 
such cases. The man came. He was called ‘Copper Statue’ because he 
would stand still all day long. I had to care for that statue. I had to give 
food to that statue. I pitied myself. I hadn’t money so I asked Dr. Myers 
to let me clean his chimneys for him. I cleaned chimneys also for the 
theological seminary where I was studying, and got five yen a month for 
each of these jobs. So I could feed my friend ‘Statue.’ 


Mr. Fujita Then another man came, Mr. Fujita, a peddlar of bean cakes. He 
had been in prison one and one-half years for killing aman. A drunken man 
had hit him and upset his whole day’s lot of bean cakes, that he was 
carrying in baskets slung from a pole over his shoulder. Fujita got angry 
and hit the man on the head. By mistake he killed him instantly. 
Fujita was put in prison but later pardoned. Then the ghost of the man 
began to haunt him and he couldn’t sleep at all. When he came to me 
his hair stood on end, his face was swelled up, and his hands trembled. 
“ Teacher,” he said, “I cant sleep, but I have heard that God is with you, 
so please let me sleep with you.” He believed God was with me and 
would drive away the ghost. So he slept with me; but he could sleep 
only while he grasped my hand firmly. When he fell into a deeper sleep, 
he would drop my hand;. and then begin to see the ghost and have a 
terrible nightmare. I would have to waken him. When I had got him 
broad awake, I would reassure him. Then he would grasp my hand again 
and go to sleep. For four and a half years he was in that condition! 


Mr. Iu Then another men came because I had cared for that second person. 
That year of 1909, after the Russo-Japanese War, we had a great panic, 
There was terrible business depression. There was no work, nothing to do. 
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This Mr. Izu came to me and said, “ Teacher, I haven’t filled my oe 
for a long, long time.” 

“What do you eat?” I asked him. 

“Nothing but water,” was the reply. 

(This man was called Mr. Izu, from Izu, the name of his native districts 
Among the downtrodden fellows of the labor class, men are often called 
merely by the name of the place from which they have come.) 


I took in Mr. Izu, and now had four men to care for, Statue, the 
ghost-haunted man, Izu of the empty stomach and myself! My resources 
were ten yen a month for sweeping chimneys, and eleven yen as a © 
scholarship. But with the combined sum I couldn’t support them, so one — 
day when I came home from the theological seminary and found Mr. 
Statue lying down as usual and doing nothing, I remonstrated with him 
for his laziness. 10g 

“Why dont you move?” I said to him. 

“T dont eat much,” he replied, “So I dont like to move. In the slums 
when we haven’t enough to eat, we are accustomed not to move. The best 
way is to keep quiet. When people feel hunger they dont like to move. 
Then one bowl of rice will sustain that person for three days.” 


Definitely that is true. In the lodging houses and slums people do not 
move when they are hungry. 


Fe aie uerthis But we had to eat. I had to eat, because I had to work. So 
Daily Breed” Statue said to me, “Let’s make okai.” Okai is watered rice, 

boiled thin as gruel with much water, to make it last longer. 
But even with watering our rice, we hadn’t enough for three meals a day. 
So we decided to omit the midday meal and eat in the morning much watered 
rice, and in the evening the same thing. We continued for fifty days of that 
twice a day meal. After fifty days, a nurse, a beautiful character, gave me 
five yen. And for the first time in fifty days we had a solid meal. On 
that day for the first time I realized the fourth petition of the Lord’s 
Prayer: “Give us this day our daily bread.” When I had hard rice and 
ate it I thanked God. 


SE ood Then there was the matter of clothing. Seeing the sufferings of 

the poor I promised my Lord that I would not have more than 
one suit at a time. (Matt 10:10) I went with only one suit for many 
years. But one day a beggar come to me and said, “Give me your shirt. 
If you oppose me you are not a Christian.” 


So I gave him my shirt. The next day he came and demanded my 
coat and trousers, I gave them to him also. Then all I had left to put on 
was a woman’s kimono which a destitute old lady had given me. I put on 
this kimono. It was very pretty, but it had a lining which was very red. 
(and only women wear red linings in their kimono). I didn’t take it off 
before any person! A Japanese woman’s kimono is quite different from a 


man’s, but in slum life it is common for a man to wear a-woman’s kimono. 
So I put it on. 


26 


2 | 


But then I had to appear in that fashion at the theological seminary ! 
I forgot I had put on a woman’s kimono when I went to the bath house. 
There we had to leave our clothes in the ante room. You may be sure, 
I was well ragged by the other students for my feminine kimono, with it: 
red lining! 


But gradually my friends found out that I was trying to do reform 


i work in the slums, and the number of those who helped me to care for 
¢ such people increased. 


Spierying Early in the next year, a man came to me on the street with 


a dead baby and said, “Please give me five yen to bury this baby.” 

I was surprised that he was carrying around a dead baby. I got five 

yen and he bought a box and put the baby in it and carried it to the 

cemetery. That year I had to bury fourteen babies. In 1911 I had to bury 
nineteen. 


At first I was horrified, but after a time I was glad I was not afraid 


i of ghosts, nor of haunted houses. Why do we have so many dead babies 


in the slums of Kobe and inall the slums of Japan? Because too many 
are born and slum mothers kill them. Then there are baby brokers. They 
take a baby to be cared for. The fee is thirty yen, but by the time it 
reaches the slums that baby has only five or ten yen with it, and it is 
killed, by underfeeding. Because the women had no money I had to care 
for such babies. Now in Tokyo after the panic we have hundreds of such 


. cases. 


_ and After a while I was given some money to use for the poor in 
the slums. Then the gamblers wanted this money. The chief 
gambler, Mr. Kodera, came with a pistol to shoot me if I didn’t give it 
to him. He asked me for thirty yen, I didn’t want to meet him, so I 
just fled. He left five bullets in my wall, and told Mr. Statue, ‘When 
Kagawa comes back, show them to him and tell him these five bullets 
mean something!” I gave him fifteen yen, as I succeeded in getting his 
first price of thirty yen reduced one-half! 
Then the ex-convict who burned six hundred houses came to me and 
said, 
“Kagawa, I want a job. For many months I have been suffering. 


i Now I am selling rice-cakes, but in these days so many hungry coolies 


come by and say, ‘I want to borrow this cake,’ and take one from my basket, 
without paying—Now I’m mad.” 

And he got drunk. When he came back it was one o’clock in the 
morning. The moon was shining. I was lying awake, I thought he might 
be coming. I feared he would he violent because he knew about Kodera’s 
five bullets and the fifteen yen he had forced me to give him. I was 
praying God to keep me safe, for in the slums a person can kill you in an 
instant. Then the drunkard came and banged and said, 

“Kagawa, are you there?” 

“Yes,” I answered, in a small voice. 
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-. Then “ Open the door,” 
I did, and he said, 
“Kagawa, do you think I am a worthy person?” 
I hesitated,—but I said, 
“Yes, yes, you are a worthy person in the sight of God.” 
“ Then you.are going to give me some money ?” 
“Oh! that’s a different matter!” I replied. 
He persisted, “If I am a worthy person, you must give me money.” 
I said, “‘ Anyhow, let’s sleep tonight.” 
’ And he said, “If you’ll let me sleep in your bed with you, I'l] repent.” 
And I said, “Yes, come in!” 
“Ts it true? Do you really mean it?” He said. “Then I'll go and 
wash my feet, and my face and hands. 
He came back, marching like a soldier, saying in a loud voice as he 
passed through the slum-alley, “ Turn back! turn back to God!” 


As I watched the face of the moon, I thought that his words, “Turn 
back to God, Turn back to God,” was God’s word to the slum people. 


goa keg That kind of experience went on day by day and night by 
System night. Many prostitutes came and confessed their past and were 


saved; and I was full of joy at seeing such fruits of the Gospel. 
But after these girls began to repent, their pimps and masters became 
uneasy and said, 


“Kagawa is a bad man. He is stealing my property.” 

One came while I was eating and broke all the dishes. But I never 
hit back. If I had struck back, or hit anyone, I could not have lived in 
the slums another day. So I simply smiled when they did such things. 


Once in the midst of a: prayer meeting I was praying, Help us to 
forgive our enemies. Then one man, an ex-convict, thought I meant him, 
and got angry, and said, 

“Do you think that I am an enemy to you?” 

“No,” L-_replied. 


“But you saidso!” ‘Now if your god is alive I want to upset this 
fire-brazier (It was winter, and the brazier full of burning coals was warming 
the room). So he upset the brazier. As we scrambled to pick up the red 
coals and keep them from burning the straw mats, he laughed and said, 

“Your god is a joke! You are picking up the fire yourself.” 


Granny vof One old beggar Bea came to me —_ said, “I have no. son. 
I want you to be my son.” 
SCAN right vi said: 
“Then will you bury me,” she asked. 

“I promised to do so. Then she began to love me. She said, “You 
need some colored pictures to hang on your wall. She searched along 
the street and found a Steamship poster and brought it to me saying, 
“Teacher, hang this picture on your wall.” 
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I did so. It was gaudy, but because it made my grandma glad, I was 
i} glad to put it up. She lived in a two mat house and had pets in that tiny 
|} place with her. Her house was also supposed to be haunted by a ghost, 
f and so she had picked up a stray cat, believing a cat would drive away 
i the ghost. And then another, and so on, until she had thirteen cats, all 
|in her small house. She spent more on the cats’ food than on her own. 
\ We called her “Granny of the Cats.” , 
She pitied me, knowing that I was not having much to eat. So she 
# searched through the garbage boxes and found a potato and gave it to 
j}me. I took it and cooked it and ate it. And she asked me, “How did it 
} taste 2?” 
i “Good,” T said. 

“Then I’ll bring more,” she replied delightedly. 


“cc No ! 2? 

“Why ?.” 

“Give them to the cats!” I said with some emphasis. 
‘Wj “Where Love | We have a most joyful time with the old men and women, 
1) is there is God 


and with the children in the slums. Young men dont stay there. 
) During the day-time the slums are full of dirt, and smells, and we can hardly 
jstand them. But at dawn, and at twilight just when the sun breaks out, and 
» just when it sets everything changes. Then everything is beautiful. It wasa 
joy to be loved, and to love others. If I had not been loved, I could not have 
}stood it for fourteen years and eight months. I had my four front teeth 
knocked out by a ruffian. But I insist that I like to live in the slums. 
When people possess much money they dont love each other, heart to 
heart. But when we are destitute we, Mr. Statue and the Cat Lady, can 
love each other. Where love is there God, is, and I enjoyed my life in slums: 


| Children Don't But yet I sometimes felt I was making a mistake to stay 


| (baa pet at there. The Sunday School children did not grow up right. 
Many girls were caught and made into prostitutes. Many boys got into 

iprison. I saw the slums were dangerous and must be destroyed. I turned 
to the labor movement and organized the peasants, for the slums are fed 
by the peasant. 

I found it necessary to have a fresh air camp so that the slum children 
icould enjoy the forest and sunshine and good air. This saves some of them. 
But the sad fact is that tho’ thro’ all those years I loved, cared for and 
Sprayed for those slum children there was not a single girl who did not 


Hiose her chastity, by being sold to prostitute houses. That torments me. 


aI wish to go back to the slums. 

After I wrote three volumes about my life in the slums, the Japanese 
iipublic began to feel somewhat about them as I do. The Diet passed a bill 
(appropriating twenty million yen to destroy all the slums of the six big 


Nicities of Japan. That procedure is being carried out. But twenty million 
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WORKING UNDER THE SHADOW OF THE CROSS 


Pig amare pane It is a great privilege to be with you to give testimony 
fereian. mlstioharion: to Christ. To believe in God and to believe in the love of 
July 27, 4930 ys God are two different things. Many people believe in God, 

ee but they do not understand the love of God. It was Jesus 


Christ who revealed to us the real love of God. It is a great thing. 


In the nineteenth century the scholars wanted to make Christianity 
very simple. And they were about to forget the meaning of the Cross. 
Harnack told us “ There are two kinds of Christianity, primary and secondary 
Christianity. The first is the Christianity of Jesus, and it is merely the 
Fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man. Secondary Christianity is 
Pauline, and consists of Christ-idolatry.” This Harnack rejects, calling it 
Paul’s Christianity. Harnack wants to ignore the meaning of the Cross, 
which Paul emphasizes. This is a great mistake. There is only one 
Christianity, the Christianity of love. And love is crystallized in the 
manifestation of God’s love on the Cross. The Cross is central to Christianity. 
Christianity does not depend on doctrines. We are tired of doctrines. In 
Japan we are sick of them. But we are hungry for the love of the Cross. 

In this country I think that you missionaries are the demonstrations 
of the love of God. I am a result of a Christian mission. If a missionary 
had not come to Japan I would never have known God. When I was 
fifteen I was a very solitary, lonesome boy. I lived a most sorrowful life. 
Some of you may consider that my confession is of a peculiar kind, but I 
want to tell you the whole story. Why is Christianity needed in Japan? 
Many Americans and English people ask me that question, “ Why—when 
you already have good religions in Japan?” I tell them that my very 
existence shows the reason why. 


I was brought up in a Buddhist family. My father was private 
secretary to the Privy Council of the Emperor, one of the dignitary officials 
of the government. Any yet he kept many concubines. His legal wife 
had no children. The second wife was a dancing girl. She had many 
children. I am one of them. I was adopted as a legitimate child. But 
my father’s legal wife never loved me. I was taken to a cold, ice-frozen 


home. I wept day and night. If I had not been able to find God, I would 
have been ruined. 


My father believed in Confucius. There was Buddhism also, and 
Shintoism, in my home, but no purity. I was sent to a Buddhist temple as 
a boy to memorise Confucian doctrines, but I was afraid to read those 
books because I thought if I grew up probably I would follow the steps of 
my father and brother. “Be a saint! Bea gentleman!” those books kept 
repeating. But there was neither saint nor gentleman anywhere near me 
for me to pattern my life by. My brother had brought home six or seven’ 
geisha girls at one time. Later, after my father’s death, I was in my 
uncle’s home, and at 11 years of age, endured going to school from what 
seemed like a house in the licensed quarter. 
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When I got the Spirit of God, especially through the Sermon on the 
7 Mount, my eyes were opened. “Consider the lilies, how they grow!” 
“I memorised those simple verses, Luke 12:27-31, Oh! it was inspiration 
to me! I found the Truth. I found the Life. I found the way to become 
i holy, to be saintly, to be godly. 

| And I found that Christianity can complete the teaching of Confucius 
» and the teaching of Buddha. Having studied all the systems of philosophy 
‘in the Orient and in the West, I have noticed that the teaching of Confucius 
f and that of Buddha do not lay emphasis on the foundation of belief in God. 
wSocrates never touches God, nor Plato. Only Jesus Christ gives us 
@ wonderful stories of the love of God. And not only this, He taught us how 
-¥to obtain the power to practise. Some of you become too accustomed to 
il this wonderful teaching. You may forget how blessed it is. But for me 
/) it was a new experience. I had passed through the valley of solitude. I 
| was a son of tears. Now the cloud passed by and sunshine was gleaming 
4) through it. Therefore I began to live up to the life of the Cross. 

| When I was twenty-two I went down to live in the slums, remaining 
3} there fourteen years and eight months. It was not only the Bible which 
i taught me the love of God and Christ, and led me to take this step. It 
‘6 was a missionary, Dr. H. W. Myers of Kobe. He baptised me. If he had 
™% not come to Japan probably I would not have found Christ. And when I ; 
recollect his personal kindness and piety, all the time I admire him. And — 
@ also I admire Christ. It was through Dr. Myers’ kindness that I learned 
‘+to love. When I suffered from tuberculosis, my Japanese friends did not 
r love me. It was too contagious. They might catch it. Therefore I had to 
‘depart from them and live alone. But Dr. Myers showed his love in many 
‘S ways. He even slept with me three nights in the same bed, without any 
: fear of tuberculosis. 

Soon after that I went.into the slums of Kobe, and there practised the 
«love with which Dr. Myers had loved me. I ask you to love your Chinese 
friends as Dr. Myers loved me. 

The manifestation of Christianity is not by simply preaching. Love 
will win the world. I am not afraid of any kind of persecution. Love is 
\stronger than persecution. 

Three hundred and eighty years ago Xavier come to Japan. Through 
his influence five hundred thousand became Christians, but persecution came 
and lasted over fifty years. It isa wonderful story. The war lords thought 
% they could stamp out Christianity. But when, sixty years ago the Emperor’s 
% government declared religious freedom, on that day twenty-five thousand 
i, Christians appeared around Nagasaki. 

The Japanese are not afraid of any kind of persecution. When 
Protestant Christianity came seventy-one years ago we had persecutions. 
‘The first missionaries came from Shanghai, Dr. Verbeck among them. But 
‘tit was a reactionary period. The first thirteen Christians in Yokohama 
expected to be hanged. They had a prayer meeting, thinking they would 
4be in heaven he next day. They said, “We shall be arrested. All right! 
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We are sons of knights. We shall die for the Cross.” But that night a 
messenger came from Tokyo saying, “ They have repented. No persecution 
will come.” 

Even to this day Christianity is persecuted in Japan. Where newspaper — 
and magazine influence is greater, it is not so, but where Buddhism is 
strong, there is still persecution. It is too bad that two hundred and ninety 
years ago there was a Christian rebellion. ‘This still causes the government 
to have some doubts about our religion. If those Catholic Christians had 
been able to stand persecution with love, without rebelling, probably we 
should have been more successful. 

But today the tide has changed. Hundreds give testimony that 
Christians are the best citizens. Hara and Takahashi, two prime ministers, 
were Christians, and many of the wives of prime cabinet ministers have 
come from Christian families. Many cabinet ministers, men at court, great 
educators, and great scientists in Japan are Christians. The tide has changed. 

During the past two and one-half years I have been spending most of 
my time in preaching. While also helping Tokyo City to organize industrial 
labor and social work, I have preached to audiences numbering six hundred 
thousand altogether, in various parts of Japan, during this period, and 
have received decision cards of about forty thousand people. 

Not only do many want to become Christians, the Japanese Christians 
are supporting their own churches. We have only three hundred thousand 
Christians in Japan including Catholics. Though poverty-stricken and few 
in number, the Japanese Christians raise two million yen annually for 
Christian church work. Christianity is common sense in Japan now. 

To the newspapers this is axiomatic, that Christianity is commonsense. 
Newspapers of over a million daily circulation receive my writings 
continually and publish them without hesitation. Although the Soviet 
movement is strong in Japan, the idealistic movement is stronger yet. 
Over and over again as I have travelled about, preaching, I have been 
told stories of humble believers giving testimony to the love of Christ in 
the villages. 

And I have heard many stories about the love of the missionaries. 
Recently one of them, Dr. Hail of Wakayama, died. Then the Osaka 
Mainichi, a newspaper with a circulation of over a million copies, wrote 
his life story. He had been in Wakayama fifty years, and had refused to 
leave his post. Many great novelists and educators had been baptised by 
him. He had lived a most simple life. He lived on Japanese food, which 
is worse than Chinese food! He travelled through the mountains on foot. 
I am simply following in his steps. 

So many missionaries are doing wonderful work. There is Norman of 
Shinshu, everybody in Shinshu knows him. Governors of the province 
change, but Norman as been there thirty-five years and never changes. 
They say in his province that there are three notable things, and one of 
them is Norman! He is famous and everybody loves him. Many write 
stories about him. One day a village boy saw him and said, “ There’s a 
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foreigner!” But another boy corrected him quickly! “No he’s not a 
foreigner! He is Dr. Norman!” 

They have forgotten that Dr. Norman is a Canadian. They love him 
so much. The influence of his life zs Christianity. When I visited his 
district, thousands of young men wanted to become Christians. Why? 
Because Norman is there. He cannot preach well. His language is not 
sufficient. There is very little need of preaching in Japan now anyway 
because everybody can read the Bible. 

In this country you have a difficulty. You must teach the people to 
read. I understand, becaus2 I had to do it in the slums. Living in the 
slums fourteen years and eight months and spending my most precious 
time, I got only eighty-four or eighty-five people to become Christians. 
Spending two and one-half years travelling over Japan I got forty thousand. 

Therefore, friends, do not be discouraged. If you influence a few in 
the villages, and if you try to love them, under the shadow of the Cross, 
you are a successman. In this time of turmoil and trouble I pray for you. 
Christianity suffered three hundred years in the time of the Roman 
Emperors. The Christians were not afraid to go down to the catacombs 
and pray there. When the bandits came down from the north the Roman 
Emperors were crushed but the Church remained. 

Love never faileth. The religion of Jesus Christ is not a superstition. 
It will stand forever. The Cross of Jesus belongs to eternity. We must 
believe that. Only the Cross of Jesus will win the Orient. Some of you may 
think the Cross a foolish thing,—that it is tiresome to give testimony for 
the Cross. But the time of victory will come. To conquer the Roman 
Empire took three centuries. It took three centuries, too, to win Japan to 


» openly believe in Christ. Many more centuries may be needed to win 
‘China. Let us be courageous and give testimony of the Love'of Christ. 


Dr. Kagawa in his study. 
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